PARALLEL SESSION 2.4
IMPLEMENTING THE ‘BEST BUYS’ AND EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS AT CITY
AND LOCAL LEVEL: SHOWCASING MULTISECTORAL ACTION

| BACKGROUND
Cities have a unique role to play in delivering both national and global commitments to reduce NCDs. This session will look
at examples of best practice from the local level, examining how local or municipal authorities and other stakeholders have
introduced programmes to promote NCD prevention at the city level. A series of three mini-panels will discuss comparative
experiences from multiple cities and their applicability to other settings. The case studies will focus on experience in
implementing eﬀective interventions for the prevention and control of NCDs including those linked to the WHO Best Buys.
Discussions will look at action across diﬀerent sectors, transferrable lessons and mechanisms of accountability.

| OBJECTIVES
To highlight the role of local governments and their partners in preventing and controlling NCDs at the local level by
implementing eﬀective interventions including the WHO ‘Best Buys’
To showcase examples of exemplary action on the ‘Best Buys’ and other eﬀective interventions at local level,
understanding incentives for action, partnership models and mechanisms of accountability.
To understand barriers to implementing eﬀective interventions and ways of overcoming them.
To inspire others to scale up action on NCDs at the city level.
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Mayor Francis Anthony S. Garcia graduated from Philippine Science High School in 1992, and Cornell University in Ithaca,
New York USA in 1996 with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering degree, majoring in Computer Science. He worked for
various companies afterwards, including for Qualcomm, Incorporated in San Diego, California. Mayor Garcia was elected as
Mayor of Balanga City, Bataan, Philippines in 2016 and has since improved and continued on various advocacies including a
smoke-free and Tobacco-Free Generation City, excellent educational and computer facilities in the villages and schools, and
more job opportunities.

