PARALLEL SESSION 2.4
IMPLEMENTING THE ‘BEST BUYS’ AND EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS AT CITY
AND LOCAL LEVEL: SHOWCASING MULTISECTORAL ACTION

| BACKGROUND
Cities have a unique role to play in delivering both national and global commitments to reduce NCDs. This session will look
at examples of best practice from the local level, examining how local or municipal authorities and other stakeholders have
introduced programmes to promote NCD prevention at the city level. A series of three mini-panels will discuss comparative
experiences from multiple cities and their applicability to other settings. The case studies will focus on experience in
implementing eﬀective interventions for the prevention and control of NCDs including those linked to the WHO Best Buys.
Discussions will look at action across diﬀerent sectors, transferrable lessons and mechanisms of accountability.

| OBJECTIVES
To highlight the role of local governments and their partners in preventing and controlling NCDs at the local level by
implementing eﬀective interventions including the WHO ‘Best Buys’
To showcase examples of exemplary action on the ‘Best Buys’ and other eﬀective interventions at local level,
understanding incentives for action, partnership models and mechanisms of accountability.
To understand barriers to implementing eﬀective interventions and ways of overcoming them.
To inspire others to scale up action on NCDs at the city level.
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Johanna Birckmayer PhD MPH Dr. Birckmayer coordinates the tobacco economics projects supported by Bloomberg
Philanthropies, overseeing eﬀorts to assist low-and middle-income countries implement eﬀective tobacco tax policies to
reduce tobacco use. From 2008 to 2015, she directed the International Research Department at the Campaign for Tobacco
Free Kids, supporting international eﬀorts to advocate for eﬀective tobacco control policies using data and evidence. Dr.
Birckmayer has led technical assistance programs to assist U.S. States improve the eﬀectiveness of state tobacco, alcohol,
and illicit drug prevention systems and worked with community-based organizations evaluating health services, mental
health and health promotion programs. She has a PhD in Health Policy from Harvard University and a MPH from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is an Adjunct Professor at the Gillings School of Global Public Health,
University of North Carolina.

