
PLENARY SESSION 3
GOVERNANCE OF THE NCD RESPONSE – WHO IS IN CONTROL?



| BACKGROUND

Differential exposures to the behavioural and environmental risk factors for NCDs and access to prevention and treatment
services are rooted in public policy choices. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that current NCD
trends and sustainable development cannot coexist. For an effective response, NCDs must be integrated within countries’
development priorities and reflected in their planning frameworks for development, including for achieving the SDGs. Yet,
progress on NCDs has been deemed ‘insufficient and highly uneven.’ Global and regional frameworks identify enablers for
successful multisectoral action on NCDs and health more broadly: high-level political commitment, governance mechanisms
to facilitate and coordinate multisectoral responses, and robust structures for monitoring, evaluation and accountability. So
what is happening? - core governance and accountability challenges persist and include: lack of ownership and resourcing of
the agenda across government and international entities; the need to develop and entrench understanding of the social and
economic costs of inaction; overcoming policy incoherence and the inability to adequately balance trade-off between
institutions and their incentives. 

| OBJECTIVES

To assess the power dynamics in whole-of-society responses to NCDs (multisector, multi-stakeholder actions) 
To better understand policy coherence and conflict of interest management 
To examine challenges and opportunities in resourcing the NCD response, and ensuring monitoring and
accountability



Moderator

Douglas Webb
Team Leader Health and Innovative Financing

United Nation Development Programme
United States of America

Douglas Webb is with UNDP, as a Team Leader in the HIV, Health and Development Practice. In 2014-2015 he was seconded
to be a Deputy Director in the UN Mission for the Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) in West Africa. In UNDP his work
focuses on epidemic response governance and the social determinants of health. From 2008-2011 he was with UNICEF in
Ethiopia managing UNICEF’s child focused social protection, HIV prevention and AIDS impact mitigation. He was the Chief of
the Children and AIDS Section in the UNICEF Regional Office in Kenya (2004-8). He was the Global HIV/AIDS Adviser for Save
the Children UK (2000-2004). Previous appointments included to UNICEF Zambia (1995-1997). His doctoral thesis examined
HIV and AIDS in Southern Africa (University of London, 1995). He has over 50 published articles and book chapters and is the
author of HIV and AIDS in Africa and co-editor of Social Protection for Africa’s Children.


