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PLENARY SESSION 3
GOVERNANCE OF THE NCD RESPONSE - WHO IS IN CONTROL?
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| BACKGROUND

Differential exposures to the behavioural and environmental risk factors for NCDs and access to prevention and treatment
services are rooted in public policy choices. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that current NCD
trends and sustainable development cannot coexist. For an effective response, NCDs must be integrated within countries’
development priorities and reflected in their planning frameworks for development, including for achieving the SDGs. Yet,
progress on NCDs has been deemed ‘insufficient and highly uneven.’ Global and regional frameworks identify enablers for
successful multisectoral action on NCDs and health more broadly: high-level political commitment, governance mechanisms
to facilitate and coordinate multisectoral responses, and robust structures for monitoring, evaluation and accountability. So
what is happening? - core governance and accountability challenges persist and include: lack of ownership and resourcing of
the agenda across government and international entities; the need to develop and entrench understanding of the social and
economic costs of inaction; overcoming policy incoherence and the inability to adequately balance trade-off between
institutions and their incentives.

| OBJECTIVES

e To assess the power dynamics in whole-of-society responses to NCDs (multisector, multi-stakeholder actions)

e To better understand policy coherence and conflict of interest management

e To examine challenges and opportunities in resourcing the NCD response, and ensuring monitoring and
accountability
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Panelist / Panelist

Kwanele Asante

Lawyer & Bioethicist

African Organization for Research & Training in Cancer
South Africa

Kwanele Asante is the Former Chairperson of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on Cancer Prevention and Control in South
Africa). She taught and was the Unit Head of the Health Law module at the Steve Biko Centre for Bioethics, the University of
the Witwatersrand in South Africa. Asante has received several awards for her African cancer equity activism, including the
Harvard Global Health Catalyst - 2016 African Ambassador Award. She serves on the 2019 Global Advisory Committee of the
NCD Alliance Geneva and is a member of the Lancet High-Quality Health Systems Commission People’s Voice Advisory
Board, USA Asante has a B. A. Liberal Arts (Psychology-Sociology major) degree from Wesleyan University in Middletown,
Connecticut, USA. And LLB and MSc Medicine: Bioethics and Health Law degrees from the University of the Witwatersrand,
South Africa.



