
PLENARY SESSION 3
GOVERNANCE OF THE NCD RESPONSE – WHO IS IN CONTROL?



| BACKGROUND

Differential exposures to the behavioural and environmental risk factors for NCDs and access to prevention and treatment
services are rooted in public policy choices. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that current NCD
trends and sustainable development cannot coexist. For an effective response, NCDs must be integrated within countries’
development priorities and reflected in their planning frameworks for development, including for achieving the SDGs. Yet,
progress on NCDs has been deemed ‘insufficient and highly uneven.’ Global and regional frameworks identify enablers for
successful multisectoral action on NCDs and health more broadly: high-level political commitment, governance mechanisms
to facilitate and coordinate multisectoral responses, and robust structures for monitoring, evaluation and accountability. So
what is happening? - core governance and accountability challenges persist and include: lack of ownership and resourcing of
the agenda across government and international entities; the need to develop and entrench understanding of the social and
economic costs of inaction; overcoming policy incoherence and the inability to adequately balance trade-off between
institutions and their incentives. 

| OBJECTIVES

To assess the power dynamics in whole-of-society responses to NCDs (multisector, multi-stakeholder actions) 
To better understand policy coherence and conflict of interest management 
To examine challenges and opportunities in resourcing the NCD response, and ensuring monitoring and
accountability
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Dr. C. James Hospedales, a citizen of Trinidad & Tobago, is the Executive Director of the Caribbean Public Health Agency
since February 2013. From 2006-2012, Dr Hospedales was responsible for the PAHO program for prevention and control of
chronic noncommunicable diseases (NCDs). He played a key role in increasing priority and resources for NCDs, including
helping organize the CARICOM and UN Summits on NCDs. He pioneered the Pan American Forum for Action on NCDs, which
brings together governments, civil society, academia & business. He has also been a champion for civil society involvement
in efforts to improve health, and helped catalyze the formation of the Healthy Caribbean Coalition. From 1998–2006, Dr.
Hospedales was Director of the Caribbean Epidemiology Centre. He was instrumental in developing donor partnerships for
HIV/AIDS prevention, and a partnership with the Caribbean tourism industry to improve health, safety and environment
conditions. Dr. Hospedales was a member of the Caribbean Commission on Health and Development, which made policy
recommendations in 2005 to the Heads of Government and named chronic diseases as a super-priority for the Region. Dr.
Hospedales’ career has included service as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer with the US Centers for Disease Control,
as an epidemiologist at CAREC, and several years working in public health for the UK National Health Service. Dr. Hospedales
graduated with honors in medicine from the University of the West Indies. He has a Masters of Science degree in community
medicine from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, is a Fellow of UK Faculty of Public Health, and an
accredited partnership broker with the Partnering Institute of the UK. He has published more than 60 papers and reports.


